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The “Hit and Miss” table tennis group has been enjoying games and 
plenty of laughs at Leopold Community and Learning Centre. 

After several friendly rounds, members take time to relax together over a 
cuppa, sharing conversation and catching up in our Garden Room. 

The group is all about having a go, staying active and enjoying good 
company. Whether the ball lands perfectly or misses the mark, there is 
always encouragement, humour and a sense of connection around the 
tables. 

Community activities like “Hit and Miss” help bring people together, 
offering a chance to meet others, build confidence and enjoy a regular 
social outing close to home.  Why not check out our Term Guide to see 
what other groups meet at the Centre- there may be one you may care to 
join. 

Website: www.leopoldcommunitycentre.com.au – Term 3 Term Guide 

 

 

 

 

2026 CENSUS 

Every five years, the Australian 
Bureau of Statistics counts every 
person and household in Australia. 
This is called the Census of 
Population and Housing. This year, 
the Census is on Tuesday 11 
August 2026. 
 

Key messages about the 2026 
Census. 

• Your data is private and will 
not be shared in identifiable 
format with any other 
government services 

• You can choose to complete 
online or on a paper form 

• You can ask someone to help 
you understand the 
questions and complete the 
form 

• You should include everyone 
who was staying with you on 
11 August 

• You can complete the Census 
any time from when you 
receive your instructions and 
code in the mail, before or 
after Tuesday 11 August, just 
answer the question where 
you were staying that night. 

If you’re filling out the Census form 
for your household, you should 
include everyone who’ll stay at your 
home on Census night, including 
visitors and babies. 

If someone in the household would 
like to complete a separate form for 
privacy reasons, they can get a Census 
number to complete online or request 
a paper form by calling the Census 
Contact Centre on 1800 181 227.  

 

 

 

“Hit and Miss” Table Tennis Group 

Serves up fun and friendship 

http://www.leopoldcommunitycentre.com.au/


  

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 
The Leopold Community & Learning Centre is now a drop 

off point. Our hours are Monday-Thursday 9.00am-4.00pm 

 

 

 

Around the Centre 

                  

“The Fresh Plate” Workshop 5 had participants 
celebrating citrus with amazing recipes concocted by 
Michelle such as Roast Pumpkin, Orange, Feta & 
Pepita Salad with Orange Mustard Dressing. 

LC&LC are a 
collection point  



 

TRISTAN’S TECH TIPS 

Should you buy a Smart Watch? 

A lot of people are buying Smart Watches lately. 
They have lots of cool features that can be very 
useful in your day-to-day life. But should you buy 
one? It really depends on the individual, and how 
much money you are willing to spend. 
 
Smart watches make some owners wonder what 
they ever did without them. They can monitor 
your health, (sleep, steps and heart beat - though 
not as accurate as a specially made device) and 
can be used to make calls and read texts. More 
expensive watches can even have your credit or 
debit card added to them so you can pay for 
things using NFC (Near Field Communication) by 
simply putting your watch close to the eftpos 
machine. Many can do even more than that but it 
will take too much space to list them all. 
But with all things, there is a cost. A $40 smart 
watch can do many of the things a $200 watch 
can, but it may be made of cheaper materials or 
be slow or difficult to get running. 
 
Expensive name brands like Apple, Samsung, Fitbit 
and Garmin have apps dedicated to the smart 
watch that are easy to use or “just work” in the 
case of an Apple Watch with an iPhone or 
Samsung Watch with a Samsung phone. Those 
brand matched devices find each other and simply 
ask if you want to connect. Cheap watches from 
Kmart, Aldi or Temu for example, usually make 
you use a sketchy, poorly translated Chinese app 
to pair with their watches which often come from 
the same factory. 
 
Apple Watches are considered the best, especially 
if you have an iPhone, but their cheapest watch is 
currently $399 and most expensive an eye 
watering $1399 and that is from $1399! Suddenly 
to many people the sketchy app and cheap flimsy 
materials of the $40 Kmart Smart Watch doesn’t 
seem too bad. 
 
All watches will need to be recharged fairly 
regularly, not like traditional watches where 
batteries last for sometimes years. 
If you want to give it a try, do what I did and buy a 
cheap watch and see if you actually use the 
features it has, otherwise save your money or use 
your existing traditional watch. 

 

Leopold Garden Club 
The many joys of a generous membership were on 
show at the July meeting from lemons, limes and 
rhubarb to a range of plants and seeds, more than 
enough to satisfy the average garden lover.  All free to 
good homes.     

The ability to satisfy members’ requests for particular 
varieties of plants is also part of the Garden Club 
activities, ask and it may well be found, even varieties.  
An offer of a bromeliad was showcased by Colleen 
which had an approx. 3ft long flower.     

The question that was most asked was ‘Why won’t my 
plant flower?’  A very good question which was dealt 
with in a cavalier fashion by the Garden Club Co-
Ordinator (shame on him).  The original question 
concerned a 3-year-old well grown hoya plant.  The 
Co-Ordinator in his reply said “come and see him in 
another 8 years when the member’s plant reaches 11 
years of not flowering”  which is how long his 
cymbidium orchid took to flower.  Then another 
member told of her sadly well grown zygocactus that 
produced 1 miserable flower at the end of a terminal 
leaf.  This is when the meeting got serious, as serious 
as Garden Club meetings get. 

The Hoya problem was suggested by other members 
that it needs to be pot bound; others suggested a 
change of environment.  The Co-Ordinator then 
related the endless years of trying all sorts of 
suggestions made at Orchid Shows over the 11 years.  
It was all the varied suggestions that in some cases 
contradicted one another that finally decided him to 
give up after many years and through neglect, the 
orchid plant flowered.  So, his answer to every plant 
problem is neglect!  The best answer is to study the 
origin of where the plant comes from and its native 
environment and try to mimic this.  Change its 
conditions, be it the soil, the environment (this covers 
temperature, light conditions, and humidity).  You can 
study their growing conditions and still find they trick 
you.  The other related question was about an apricot 
tree well grown but even though full of blossom, did 
not set fruit.  Many varieties of fruit tree need a cross 
pollinator to set fruit not just another tree of the same 
type but a different and/or a particular cultivar. 

If you want to know more then join us at the next 
meeting – third Monday of the month – August 17th at 
1.00pm.  Cost $5.00 which includes a cuppa and 
biscuit at the Leopold Community & Learning Centre.  
With a bit of luck, the Co-Ordinator will be less insane!  

Dimitrij Betz                                                                  

Garden Club Co-Ordinator 

Next meeting:   17th August at 1.00pm                                                    
 

 


