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MERRY

CHRISTMAS

From all of us at the Leopold Community &

Learning Centre, we wish you a very happy

Christmas. May your days be filled with joy,
peace and laughter.

Whether you're celebrating at home, hitting the
beach, or heading off for a holiday, we hope you
enjoy all that this time of year brings.

~ We will be closed from
¢ 15.12.2025 and re-open on
-' 12.1.2026

OFFICE HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9.00am to 4.00pm. Phone: 0352 501 301




AROUND THE CENTRE

Time for Jeff, our valued volunteer, +o hang
up his apron

We would like to extend our deepest gratitude to Jeff Bunney
who proposed the idea of a café in our community centre.

After serving faithfully since the Chatty Café opened in 2022,

the time has come for Jeff to hang up his apron.

His dedication since its inception has not only provided
delicious food and drinks but has also created a sense of
belonging for all who visit.

We thank him for his unwavering service, and the countless
hours spent making our community centre a better place.

Hopefully we will see him occasionally next year, filling in
when needed.

On behalf of everyone at the centre, thank you Jeff for
everything you do. You are a shining example of what it
means to give back and make a difference.

® CHATTY CAFE

Last day for Chatty Café in 2025 is Monday 8" December

We look forward to serving you again in February 2026
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GROUP Finish 2025 Start 2026
Art Group 10 December 14 January
Book Club 4 December 5 February
Canasta 9 December 13 January
Chair Pilates Exercise 4 December 5 February
Community Choir 2 December 3 February
Euchre 11 December 15 January
Garden Group 8 December 19 January
Craft Group

Tuesday Group 9 December 13 January
Thursday Group 11 December 15 January
Mahjong 8 December 12 January
Scrabble 10 December 14 January
Table Tennis 11 December 15 January
Walking Group 22 December To be advised
Weights & Balance

Wednesday Group 3 December 4 February
Thursday Group 4 December 5 February
Writing Lines 3 December To be advised
Zumba Gold 25 November 3 February

WEIGHTS & BALANCE
HOLIDAY CLASSES

Janet Ashton will facilitate the
special weights & balance classes
being offered on Wednesdays from
1.00pm - 2.00pm

14,21 & 28 January 2026

Subject to class numbers
being reached

Book now: 0352501301

Bookings and payment

need to be made by I I\
8" December 2025 J _

$30 in advance for the 3 classes




To be eligible for the
fifth round of the Power
Saving Bonus program,
you will need to:

*Have a recent
residential electricity bill
and be the account
holder for that bill.

POWER
1 00 SAVING
BONUS

FOR ELIGIBLE CONCESSION CARD
HOLDERS

*Hold one of the
following concession

cards:
PHONE US TO BOOK A

FREE APPOINTMENT . ,
TO ASSIST YOU OBTAIN Pensioner Concession
YOUR POWER SAVING ta

BONUS p—

Health Care Card,

Veterans Affairs
Pensioner Concession
Card

, Veteran Affairs Gold Card

Applicants will also be
required to provide a
secondary form of
identification i.e.
Driver's license,
Medicare card etc.

LEOPOLD COMMUNITY
& LEARNING CENTRE
03 52501 301

®
. O Leopold Community &
Nelghbouﬂqu Q ) Learning Centre
Houses Victoria o ( .

Thank you to everyone who has contributed
to the success of LC&LC in 2025.

From members and leaders of our various
classes and groups, to those who volunteer;

Thank you for being part of the Leopold
Community & Learning Centre

Thank you to those who signed a postcard calling for
increased funding for Neighbourhood Houses. We
greatly appreciate your commitment to making our
community a stronger, more inclusive place for
everyone.

We are meeting with Alison Marchant MP to hand
over the postcards in early December.

KEEP OURDOORS OPEN

Every week, 185,000
people access
Neighbourhood Houses
inVictoria for resilience,
friendship, wellbeing,
learning, inclusion, and
connection.

Around half of all Neighbourhood
Housesin Victoria are running ata
loss. This cannot continue.

We are asking the Victorian

Government to urgently restore .
funding for Neighbourhood Houses (5
with a 25% increase.

COMING IN 2026

More details available in January




TRISTAN’S TECH TIPS

P Christmas Gift
Ideas

With Christmas fast approaching here are some tech

related gift ideas, if like me you are struggling to think of
what to get someone!

e Power bank: a portable battery which can
charge devices, perfect for situations where
you may not have access to electricity for a
while like camping or blackouts. It is also
great for heavy phone users who keep
running out of battery.

e Google Chromecast (with Google TV): Turn a
non-smart TV into a smart one, or if your
Smart TV seems to be slow or not working
properly, you can connect this instead. Plugs
into a HDMI slot and connects to the internet
via Wi-Fi.

e Dash Cam: Records out of the car windscreen
and can record accidents to help insurance
claims.

e Reversing car camera: can help with blind
spots when backing up your car and assist
with parking.

e Bluetooth speaker: Instead of using their tiny
phone speaker to play music, they can get
much better sound out of a portable
Bluetooth speaker.

e Smart tag: a little Bluetooth tracker which
you can put in your luggage when on a trip so
it doesn’t get lost, or “lost” in transit.

e Smart watch: even cheap ones can usually be
used for fitness tracking, heart rate
monitoring (not as good as specialised
medical gear), text message reading and
more.

® eBook reader: Kindle and Kobo are the two
biggest brands. You can load eBooks onto
them and they use a special screen called “E-
Ink” to make a screen with minimal eye strain
for long book reading sessions.

e Portable battery powered fan with a water
mister: It’s going to get hot and cooling down
will be very important when out and about.

e Stylus pen: for finer motor controls on
touchscreens

I would like to extend a very Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year to all of our Leopold Buzz readers and
will see you next year!

Leopold Garden Club

The November Meeting was another well
attended meeting with an abundance of plants
available free to attendees. The plants included
hydrangeas, miniature zygocactus, calendula
(English Marigold), gladioli bulbs, aquilegias
(granny’s bonnet), fuchsias, rhubarb, rain lilies,
and several others thanks to the generosity of
several members. Cherilyn kindly arranged a
delivery of the largest rhubarb stalks | have ever
seen ranging a metre plus in length and weighing
in at around a kilo. The secret to this massive size
will be told at the next meeting.

Our usual meeting is on the 3 Monday of the
month at 1pm but as the centre is closing from
15" of December for the Christmas New Year
break, the last Garden Club meeting for the year
has been brought forward to the 8" of December
with our Breakup party starting at 12.30pm.
Attendees will be expected to bring a plate with
food on it (not just a plate Barry) and will also pay
the usual $5 fee to cover the venue and the
Tea/Coffee and biscuit, (the biscuit only if you
don’t like what’s on Barry’s plate).

The Tomato Potato Psyllid outbreak on the
Bellarine Peninsula has made it necessary for my
usual tomato plant give a way to be done
personally this year by those at the breakup giving
me their names and address after they have
selected what tomatoes seedlings they want from
my list which | will deliver if we are both in the
Bellarine exclusion zone.

If you wish to be part of a friendly and generous
Garden Group join us on the 8™ of December this
year (bring a plate preferably with goodies [please
note Barry]). If you cannot come this year then
remember for next year the Leopold Community
Centre Garden Club meets on the 3™ Monday of
the month at 1pm cost S5.

Have a Happy and Safe Christmas and New Year

PN
Dimitrij Betz Oond 2,
Garden Club Co-Ordinator W

Next meeting: Monday 8" December




