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Here's to new beginnings, fresh goals, and
endless opportunities.

To everyone who walks through our doors,

volunteers, participates, and supports us — Happy
New Year! We look forward to another year of
belonging and community

VAN

Welcome to the 74" edition of Leopold BUZZ. Previous copies are available on our

website: www.leopoldcommunitycentre.com.au

OFFICE HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9.00am to 4.00pm. Phone: 0352 501 301



AROUND THE CENTRE

On the 22" December some LC&LC Committee
members and volunteers and their
friends/family ran a BBQ at Leopold Bunnings to
raise money for the Centre.

It was a coolish day, ‘ideal for buying a snag”
with a profit of $2,040.00 made.

The funds will go towards projects and activities
at the Centre.

A very big thank you to Jill Lewis, Alan Davis,
Jenny Vandersteen, Heather Chappell, Stuart
Bott, Jan and Rod Warren, Janine, Bea and Suzi.
Your enthusiasm, teamwork, generosity and
community spirit helped raise money that will be
of great benefit to the community.

® CHATTY CAFE

We look forward to serving you again
from Monday 2" February 2026

To be eligible for the
fifth round of the Power
Saving Bonus program,
you will need to:

*Have a recent
residential electricity bill
and be the account
holder for that bill.

POWER
1 00 SAVING
BONUS

FOR ELIGIBLE CONCESSION CARD
HOLDERS

*Hold one of the
following concession

cards:
PHONE US TO BOOK A

FREE APPOINTMENT \ . , Health Care Card,

TO ASSIST YOU OBTAIN Pensioner Concession
YOUR POWER SAVING LA

BONUS J—

Veterans Affairs
Pensioner Concession
Card

\ Veteran Affairs Gold Card

Applicants will also be
required to provide a
secondary form of
identification i.e.

LEOPOLD COMMUNITY ,
& LEARNING CENTRE
03 52501 301

. Driver's license,
t (J Leopold Community & H
Neighbourhood ORIA Medicare card efc.
@ Houses Victoria 00 (?0 ey bl -~

It’s not too late to apply for the $100 Power

Saving Bonus — closing date 31%t March 2026.

Phone us to make a free appointment to help
you apply — 0352 501 301.

This course will be held over 3 consecutive weeks and
cover subjects such as:

- Getting around without a car

- Safe use of public transport and using Myki
with confidence

- Tips for taxi use

- Community transport and support services

- Being a safe pedestrian

- Practical outing using public transport

- Customised to the transport options in your local area

Thursday 14, 21 & 28 May 2026
10.00am -12.00pm

Bookings essential: Phone 0352 501 301
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Tuesdays 9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m.
Thursdays 9.30 a.m. to 1230 p.m. @'

P The group meets to shareideas, tips and tohave a
chat whilst doing their own craft projects.
d New members are always welcome.

= Y Cost: $5.00 includes a cuppa QE

¢

Come along and join in the fun!
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CLASS 1: CLASS 2:

Thursday 26" March
10.00am-12.00pm
“Achievements/Struggles”

Thursday 5™ March
10.00am-12.00pm
“Let’s Get Started”

L/ ®  Leopold Community &
Learning Centre
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Free Financial
Guidance Service

A new free service is available for community
members by a local volunteer who holds a Bachelor
of Business.

If you are requiring help in the following
areas, please contact us to make an
appointment:
-Budgeting/saving,
-Superannuation/taxation,

‘Debt management

‘Help with navigating governmen
websites such as Moneysmart,
Centrelink, ATO etc.

Contact Us Now

Phone: 0352 501 301

Leopold Community & Learning Centre
Level 1, 31-39 Kensington Road, Leopold

TECH ASSIST

Having trouble with your rhone
tablet, computer or completing on-line
forms?

Look no further!

We can help you with one on one
technology assistance

* 15 minute
appointment: $5.00 HELP

Y,

* Monday - Thursday

e 10.00 a.m. - 3.00 p.m.

* Bookings Essential
Phone: 03 52501301

The inaugural meeting of the Community Garden Group
will be held during the first week of February 2026.

A notice will be sent to those who have registered their
interest to determine what the best day/time for people
to meet will be.

It is not too late to register your interest!




TRISTAN’S TECH TIPS

GPay & Apple Pay

You may have noticed people paying for things with
their phone, or their watch. This is due to an app
found on the phone called Google pay (GPay) &
Apple Pay (and technically Samsung Pay & others
but this is the main two) GPay is found or
downloadable on Android devices & Apple Pay is on
iPhone.

Phones must also have “near field communication”
or NFC capabilities in order to wirelessly talk to
eftpos terminals so not all phones are compatible.

You can link digital versions on your cards on the app
including your rewards cards like flybuys.

If you are worried about security, linking a bank card
requires permission from you & your bank, the latter
of which requires answering of security questions as
well as one-time codes sent from the bank for
linking purposes.

It also requires so to have some sort of lock on your
phone, such as a pin number before it will let you
put a card on the app for security reasons. Please do
not use your bank pin number as your phone pin
number, it is a significant security risk.

If leaving your wallet at home, or not having to pull
it out at shops sounds appealing to you, why not
give it a go?

G Pay

@& Pay

Leopold Garden Club

Summer Survival Strategies

Mulching: Apply a thick layer (5-10 cm) of
mulch, such as pea straw or wood chips,
around plants to keep roots cool and
moisture in the soil.

Smart Watering: Water deeply early in the
morning or late in the evening to reduce
evaporation. Focus water at the base of
plants rather than on the leaves to prevent
fungal issues.

Heat Protection: On extremely hot days,
use temporary shade such as old
bedsheets or umbrellas to prevent foliage
burn on sensitive plants like tomatoes.

Heatwave Maintenance: Avoid heavy
pruning, re-potting, or applying dry
fertilizers during heatwaves, as these can
further stress plants.

What to Plant in Summer (January/February)
You can still establish heat-loving crops and start
preparing for autumn.

Vegetables:

o Direct sow or transplant: Beetroot,
carrots, beans, and sweetcorn.

o Heat-tolerant greens: Silverbeet,
lettuce (in shade), and rocket.

o Ongoing: Tomatoes, capsicums,
and eggplants can still be planted
if seedlings are well-established
and watered.

Flowers:

o Heat-hardy blooms: Petunias,
zinnias, marigolds, and alyssum.

*This article has been sourced from information
obtained from Councils around Victoria. Next full
article will once again be written by our Garden
Club Co-ordinator, which is usually much more

entertaining

The next meeting of the Garden Club will be held
on Monday 19%" January 2026 at 1.00pm.

Cost: $5.00 which includes a cuppa and biscuit

Dimitrij Betz
Garden Club Co-Ordinator

Next meeting: Monday 19" January




