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Our long-awaited community garden has officially begun to take shape, thanks to the 
enthusiasm and teamwork of members (as well as a helping hand from relatives Paul & 
Garth). The project kicked off with two productive working bees that laid the foundation for 
a vibrant shared space we can all enjoy. 

We extend our sincere appreciation to all attendees of the recent working bees for their 
valuable time and effort. In particular, special thanks to Wayne for his exemplary leadership 
in coordinating and guiding both working bees. His commitment and contribution are deeply 
appreciated. 

The first working-bee installed the raised beds, and the second working-bee saw 132 bags of 
wicking mix carted from downstairs up onto the balcony and then all 132 bags placed in the 
beds! 

With the groundwork now in place, the community garden is well on its way to becoming a 
welcoming hub for growing fresh produce, learning new skills, and strengthening local 
connections. More opportunities to get involved will be announced soon, anyone wanting to 
join the community garden can contact us on 0352 501 301. 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

                  AROUND THE CENTRE 

How Volunteering a Few Hours Can Strengthen the Community: 

The Impact of Chatty Café                                         

Giving just a few hours of your time can make a remarkable difference in the lives of others, and 
nowhere is this more evident than in initiatives like the Chatty Café. 

The Chatty Café model is built on a beautifully simple idea: creating a welcoming space where 
anyone can sit, chat, and feel part of something. Volunteers play a crucial role in bringing this to 
life. By greeting visitors, starting warm conversations, making beverages and delivering light 
refreshments can help turn an ordinary café moment into a meaningful social connection. 

When people volunteer even for a few hours a week/fortnight, they contribute to creating 
communities that are more connected, kinder, and more resilient. Helping at the Chatty Café is a 
simple act with a truly meaningful ripple effect.   

We are needing more volunteers so please consider joining the group at our Chatty Café.       
Contact us on 0352 501 301 or simply come along and have a chat with us. 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

WE ARE TAKING EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST FOR THE 

FOLLOWING CLASSES IN TERM 2: 



 

  

  

 

 



 

TRISTAN’S TECH TIPS 
Your iCloud/Google storage is full – 

Should you be worried. 

Most of the used storage will be from 
photos/videos anyway and you can easily use the 
free space for phone setting backups instead. 

Apple and Google are both as guilty as each other 
when it comes to their cloud storage. They give 
you a certain amount for free, then when it fills up 
makes scary looking phone alerts/messages saying 
your storage is full. They technically say it is for 
the “cloud” but don’t go out of their way 
explaining what that means. 

In short, you really shouldn’t be worried. “Cloud” 
storage is online storage on Apple or Google 
servers somewhere else. Your photos, videos and 
other phone settings are automatically backed up 
to the Apple “iCloud” on iPhones and iPads and 
Google isn’t much different, though technically for 
Google you have to opt in (it is done in a way 
many people don’t even realise they opted in 
though). 

The Cloud is not the same as the physical capacity 
of your phone and more often than not you still 
have plenty of space on your phone. 

When you run out of the free online space, they 
start asking for money to continue going. The 
amount of space on your phone usually dwarfs the 
amount given for online cloud backups so nearly 
everyone is going to end up with that annoying 
cloud is full message. 

So, what can you do? 

Option 1 is to turn off backup of photos and 
videos to the cloud because you have plenty of 
physical space on the phone. If you don’t care 
about backups at all, this is the best option. 

Option 2 is to ignore it because you have plenty of 
physical space on the phone. If you don’t care 
about backups at all, this is the best option. 

Option 3 is to pay for more online cloud space. 
This way all your photos, videos and phone 
backups will be stored online, and if the phone is 
lost or stolen and you haven’t backed 
photos/videos onto a USB stick, they will be 
preserved and available on your next phone. 

 

 

Leopold Garden Club 
 
A surprising well attended meeting (I was told 32 
attendees).  I had to assume that because of the hot 
day they came for the air-conditioned comfort! 
 

There were three new members, and new blood 
is always welcome as this was one of the joys of 
Dracula, who would have been a keen gardener if 
he could have got out in the daylight hours. 

Back to the meeting which saw a range of plants 
and seeds on offer courtesy of many generous 
members.  Garlic Chives, Rhubarb, Granny’s 
Bonnett, miniature zygocactuses (or should that 
be zygocacti as the plural) and a selection of seed 
packs covering a vast range of flowers and 
vegetables. 

The next most interesting aspect of the meeting 
was the question-and-answer session.  One of the 
obvious causes of the many problems asked 
about was the sad appearance of plants (leaves 
and fruit).  This is mainly due to a lack of water or 
too intermittent watering in this dry summer 
weather we are having. 

There were several questions about transplanting 
plants to a different pot or place in the garden.  If 
going to a larger pot no additional treatment of 
the plant is needed just tap out the plant that has 
been well watered, place into the new pot and 
water in.  If considering a transplant to a smaller 
pot or into a new spot in the garden, then a 
reduction in the size of the plant is needed.  This 
reduction will help in transplant shock but delay 
until we are past the warmer weather and do the 
transplant in the autumn, preferably middle to 
late autumn.  The pruning should be around a 
third of the plant if going into a smaller pot or if 
plant is being planted into a more restricted 
position. 

The Garden Club meets on the third Monday of 
the month from 1.00pm to 3.00pm.  Cost of $5.00 
includes a cup of tea/coffee and biscuit. 

All are welcome to join our friendly sharing group. 

 

Dimitrij Betz                                                                  

Garden Club Co-Ordinator 

Next meeting:                                                      
Monday 16th March at 1.00 pm. 

 
 


