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KEEP OUR DOORS OPEN

Every week, 185,000

Centre, your local

Neighbourhood House,
is seeking support from

people access community members
.NE|.ghh0-urhnod I.-I(.Juses to help sign postcards
inVicorafor eslence which we will then
rien _S IP’WE _ eing. send to the Minister
learning, inclusion, and '

: asking for extra
connection.

support.
Around half of all Neighbourhood

Houses in Victoria are running ata * S BT [ Every signature

loss. This cannot continue. KEEP OUR DOORS opey Bl represents a member

. L communnes of our community who
We are asking the Victorian e :
Government to urgently restore cares and values their
funding for Neighbourhood Houses e
with a 25% increase. House. The more

signatures, the stronger

our message to the
Minister will be.

Visit us during our
opening hours to sign a
postcard : We are open
Monday-Thursday
9.00am to 4.00pm.

KEEPING CONNECTED

Welcome to the 72" edition of Leopold BUZZ. You can view or download all issues of

the newsletter on our website: www.leopoldcommunitycentre.com.au

OFFICE HOURS: Monday —Thursday  9.00am —4.00pm



http://www.leopoldcommunitycentre.com.au/

AROUND THE CENTRE
Christmas Raffle

Tickets:
$2.00 each or 3 for $5.00

Drawn on 10™ Decewmber
All proceeds +o go +o LL&LC

Just for laughs

| asked my daughter to give me the phone book. She
laughed at me, called me a dinosaur and handed me
her iPhone. So danyway...now the spider is dead, the
iPhone is broken, and my daughter is not happy !!

*  COMMUNITY GARDEN
UPDATE

Exciting Developments

| am delighted to announce that our application for the
Balcony Community Garden has received formal approval
from the City of Greater Geelong. This is a significant
milestone, allowing us to transform the balcony into a
thriving green space.

In even more exciting news, Community Bank Leopold has
generously agreed to provide partial funding for our
project through their community sponsorship program.
We extend our heartfelt thanks to Bendigo Bank for
supporting local initiatives that foster community spirit
and environmental stewardship.

The community garden will be established in the new year
and a meeting will be held with those who have registered
their interest at the end of January 2026.

If you have a green thumb or are keen to learn, your
involvement will help us make the Balcony Community

Garden a vibrant, welcoming space for everyone.

For more information or to register your interest, please
contact us on 52501301

Do you have CCTV at your
home or business?

Join the Safer Places Network, a

partnership with Neighbourhood
Watch Victoria

By registering your camera,
you’re helping police know where
footage might be available when

investigating crime.

' SAFER PLACES r)j Neighbourhood Watch
NETWORK Let's wotch out for each other

Register your cameras

The Safer Places Network is a voluntary, localised community resource
that makes it easier for police to respond to crime, without compromising
the privacy, autonomy, or control of camera owners.

It's smart, free, low-etfort and it deters crime.

Take a look at how it works. Visit https://saferplaces.com.au
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Justice of
the Peace

DOCUMENT SIGNING

Free Document signing service
by appointment

Leopold Community & Learning Centre has made space
available for document signing by an Honorary Justice
of the Peace.

This is a free service staffed by local volunteer
Greg Burgess JP.

To make an appointment, you can contact Greg directly
or phone us at the Centre on 52501301.

O Leopold Community & Level 1, 31-39 Kensington Road
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POWER
SAVING
BONUS

To be eligible for the

you will need to:

*Have a recent

3100

and be the account
holder for that bill.

FOR ELIGIBLE CONCESSION CARD

L/

*Hold one of the
following concession
cards:

HOLDERS

PHONE US TO BOOK A
FREE APPOINTMENT
TO ASSIST YOU OBTAIN
YOUR POWER SAVING
BONUS

Health Care Card,

Pensioner Concession
Card,

Veterans Affairs
Pensioner Concession
Card
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LEOPOLD COMMUNITY
& LEARNING CENTRE

03 52501 301 required to provide a

secondary form of

identification i.e.

. Driver’s license,
.SD Medicare card etc.
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CHRISTMAS
CONCERT

Tuesday 2" December at 1.00pm
~ Tickets: $5.00
% Includes light refreshments

% . Level 1, 31-39 Kensington Road, Leopold

fifth round of the Power
Saving Bonus program,

residential electricity bill

Applicants will also be

<
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GOSPEL
SING A LONG 7t

You're warmly invited to another gospel sing-a-long
by Jeti, an international Gospel Singer!

Come along for an uplifting hour filled with music
and community spirit.

Everyone is welcome-bring your friends, your
family, or just yourself.
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REMEMBRANCE DAY
LEST WE FORGET

NOVEMBER 11

Veteran Affairs Gold Card

Date: Wednesday 26™ November

Time: 1.00-2.00pm

Venue: Leopold Community Hub
Level1,
31-39 Kensington Road
Leopold

The Remembrance Day service will be held at the
Leopold War Memorial on Tuesday 11" November
starting at 10.30am.




TRISTAN’S TECH TIPS

November Sales

Every November we have some huge pre-Christmas sales.
This is great news for (somewhat) early Christmas
present shoppers and anyone wanting to snap up a
bargain.

Nearly every retailer does a big sale called “Black Friday”
and “Cyber Monday” starting November 28" this year.
The origins are American but Australian retailers have
long since adopted the date, even if one day after
Thanksgiving means little to us.

In fact, some retailers love the sale so much that they are
already doing early Black Friday sales right now as of this
article (November 1%%). Others will also start early.

What exactly goes on sale is unclear, but we do know
from historic sales that it could be anything, from food,
holiday packages, to TVs slashed in price anywhere from
10-90% off! JB HI-FI has a web page right now dedicated
to Black Friday. They don’t have prices yet (but may by
the time you are reading this) but are teasing what will go
on sale including: TVs, Dyson Vacs, Nespresso machines,
White goods, Appliances and more.

Whether you need a PC with Windows 11 on it, or your
phones’ battery is almost cactus, this is the best time
before Boxing Day sales to upgrade your tech. Some
advice for the sales:

e Things may go out of stock quickly, stores
generally supply a certain amount of stock to
each individual store as well as online. If it’s
sold out online and your local store, it may be
available in a less popular store

e Be prepared for crowds. We all hate crowds,
you feel squished and there are long wait
times, but it is probably going to happen

e Watch out for aggressive people. A small
amount of people go funny during sales; they
get downright abusive over a cheap item.
Best to avoid them.

e Try to buy online first. | would rather deal
with a busy, slow website and delivery times
than a busy slow store.

e Take a deep breath and think about whether
you need the item before buying. Better to
miss out than buy a TV for thousands of
dollars and realise you really didn’t need it.

e Check out news articles or the website
ozbargain.com.au (not a sponsor) to find
deals from many stores quickly.

Leopold Garden Club

The October meeting was well attended.
Discussion regarding the effect of the Tomato
Potato Psyllid Bellarine Peninsula Restriction Zone
(refer Maps) declared by the Victorian Department
of Agriculture took a large part of the meeting. The
TPP pest is a problem for all Solanaceae family,
which includes tomatoes, potatoes, chillies,
capsicum, eggplants and others of the nightshade
group. TPP has been found outside Victoria
(WA,Qld) , this outbreak in 2024 on the Bellarine
was at one property. The restriction and cleanup
of this outbreak and whether it has been effective
will have to wait until the current growing season
is assessed. This survey will take place between
October and December 2025. Until then no green
plant material can be taken out of the Bellarine
Restricted Zone. Plants can come in but not out. If
you want further detail and information refer to
the Victorian Department of Agriculture website. It
is a reportable pest and is in the interest of all to
stop this from spreading. The zone runs through
Leopold and seems to cut through the Leopold
Community Centre which means no Tomato Plants
or any of the Solanaceae family from inside the
zone can be brought into the Garden Club. Plants
of the Solanaceae family can be moved within the
zone and that will be the strategy | will elaborate
on for our next Garden Club Meeting, which will
be on the 3™ Monday of the month at 1pm cost $5
(includes a cup of tea or coffee and a biscuit).

Tomato Potato Psyllid

Tomato potato psyllid (TPP) Restricted Area
20 March 2025

https://agriculture.vic.gov.au/biosecurity/pest-insects-
and-mites/priority-pest-insects-and-mites/tomato-
potato-
psyllid#:~:text=Photo%20credits-,Response%20t0%20to
mato%20potato%20psyllid%20detection%20in%20Victo
ria,or%200ther%20attached%20green%20material

Dimitrij Betz
Garden Club Co-Ordinator

Next meeting: Monday 17" November
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