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No Victorian left
e Campaign

Committee of Management ;oo
Legal are seeking
support for a targeted
Victorian Government
reform to prevent
older people losing
photo ID when
surrendering their
diver’s licence for
medical reasons. This
reform introduces a
‘Pre-Surrender
Identity Safeguard’
within the VicRoads
Medical Review
process, ensuring no
person is left without
valid photo
identification at a
critical life transition,
along with secondary

The Leopold Community & Learning Centre is delighted to introduce its
Committee of Management for 2026—2027.

Made up of dedicated local volunteers, the committee provides governance and
strategic direction to the Centre. Each member brings valuable experience,
practical skills and strong local connections.

We sincerely thank every committee member for generously volunteering their
time, knowledge and energy.
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Jenny Vandersteen Alan Davis Patricia Cristina Wayne Deller

Chairperson Treasurer measures.
You can help by

writing to the Minister
for Roads and Road
Safety, Minister for
Ageing and Local State
MPs.
BarwonCommunity
Legal have a template
on their website which

you can use:
b itylegal.
Alan Ireland Graham Kenneady Mary McConnell arwoncommunitylega
org.au
If you have a genuine interest in supporting a local grass-roots community LCSLC OFFICE HOURS
organisation, have a strong connection to the greater Leopold area and a desire Mond Thursd .
to share your skills and experience, please contact us for an ‘Expression of onday = Ihursday
9.00am to 4.00pm

Interest’ to also join the Committee of Management. The Committee of
Management meets bi-monthly on the third Wednesday of the month. Phone: 0352 501 301
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Why counting matters The Aussie Bird
Count is a fun, easy way for all of us to take a
national snapshot of the birds around us as
we connect with nature. With just 20 minutes,
you can help build a picture of how our
feathered friends are faring and contribute to
something that really counts.

Right now, one in six Australian birds faces
the threat of extinction, making it more
important than ever to pay attention.

To register, go to:
https:/laussiebirdcount.org.au

PARLIAMENT RESULTS

UPPER HOUSE

LOWER HOUSE

E-PETITION WRITTEN
6578 5300

TABLED 8SEPT TABLING 24 SEPT

Petition Results

We would love to shout out a massive THANK
YOU to everyone who contributed to the
petition, both online and print-out.

This is an incredible result in a short
turnaround.

The e-petition was tabled by Martha Haylett
MP in the lower house, and the written
petition was tabled by Melina Bath MP in the
upper house giving us bi-partisan support for
our cause.
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CRAZY PATCHWORK
CHRISTMAS STOCKING
WORKSHOP

Two sessions at 10am - 15" October
- 19" November

Cost: $20 includes all materials and
tuition over the two sessions

Bookings Limited: Ph. 0352 501 301

When older Victorians surrender their licence for medical
reasons, many also lose their primary form of photo
identification.

Without valid photo ID, everyday tasks like banking, accessing
services, collecting prescriptions, government services,
volunteering opportunities, healthcare or proving identity can
become unexpectedly difficult.

NO VICTORIAN
LEFT WITHOUT

#SupportOlderVictorians

23 #NoVictorianLeftWithoutPhotolD

Barwon

Barwon Community Legal are calling for a simple, practical solution:
ensure people are supported to obtain replacement photo ID before
their licence is surrendered.
A simple safeguard could help prevent older Victorians from being
unintentionally left without suitable identification during a major life
transition.

You can help by:

Talking to friends and family

Raising awareness in the community

Contacting your local Member of Parliament
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A big thank you to two of our wonderful, Chatty Café
volunteers as they finish their Wednesday morning
shift. Their friendly smiles, lively conversation and
cheerful presence have made the café a welcoming
place for everyone. We are so grateful to all those
who volunteer at our Chatty Café — Michael, Anne,
Sharon, Annie, Joy and Irelynn — THANK YOU!

Leopold Community & Learning Centre

Level 1 (Lift available) o
31-39 Kensington Road, Leopold
Phone: 52 501 301

MONDAYS and
WEDNESDAYS

10.00 am to
12.00 noon

Why not join us for a cuppa, cake and a chat
Everyone is very welcome !!
Cuppa & Cake: $5.00 Donation
Cuppa: $3.00 Donation

® “  Leopold Community &
Learning Centre
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LINE DANCING

Followed by Devonshire Tea
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TUESDAY 20™ OCTOBER AT 1.00PM
Cost: $5.00
31-39 Kensington Road, Leopold

: =
e 301 GEELONG
';?0352 501 Geelong Seniors Fesitval

Ignite a love for reading and
share your thoughts on the
book of the month !

First Thursday of the month

130pm.  $5.00
Includes a cuppa

Leopold Community & Learning Centre
31-39 Kensington Road, Leopold
Phone: 52501301




TRISTAN’S TECH TIPS
Wi-Fi signal interruptions

Did you know a mirror can interrupt your Wi-Fi
connection? It sounds made up but it is true. The
reflective metal layer on the back of a mirror
bounces/deflects the radio waves from the Wi-Fi
instead of letting them pass through. Thick
concrete/stone walls can also block signal due to being
really thick and hard for an invisible wave to pass
through. Another Wi-Fi blocker is big electronic
devices like an elevator. As you know, we have a
wonderfully convenient lift at the Centre. This big
metal and wires wrapped behemoth blocks a large
amount of the Wi-Fi signal from the office to the
Kensington Room, this makes the internet in that room
notoriously bad compared to other rooms. Some large
electronics like fridges can also interfere. If you are in
an old stone building full of mirrors and a huge
elevator, maybe Wi-Fi isn’t for you.

How can | make my connection better?

If the signal is being blocked, try moving the signal. If
you are able to place the modem in another area or at
least put it in an elevated position (A higher up modem
may “go over” an obstacle) you may get a better
internet connection. You could also try buying “range
extenders”. These are small devices you can plug into
an outlet to extend the Wi-Fi range. You can also
strategically place it so the signal from the extender is
pointed in a different direction from what is
interrupting the signal. The trick is to place the
extender where the signal is still strong so it extends or
boosts a strong signal rather than picking up a weak
signal and limply extending it.

You can also just move what is interrupting the signal,
which is also an easy solution but is not always
possible or aesthetically pleasing.

Finally, if the connection in your house is just plain bad
in spots, you can’t move the modem because of the
NBN connections, and the back of the house just can’t
connect, you may need to look at doing a direct wired
connection. No need to worry about signals, mirrors,
electronics ext. but it does come with its own set of
challenges. For example if it is to connect from one
end of the house to the other, the long Ethernet cord
needed for a direct connection can be a trip hazard, or
ugly or you need to awkwardly attach it to the ceiling
or something (the cables themselves are very cheap at
PC stores, even super long ones) or you can run the
cords through the walls, but that will cost money to
pay someone to essentially do a minor renovation for
you. Internet can be tricky but wired really is the most
reliable connection.

Leopold Garden Club

First and foremost, | would like to say a big thank
you to Danuta for stepping in for Dimitrij last
Garden Club meeting, we really appreciated it.

Spring is upon us and it’s wonderful to feel the
warmer days arriving. With longer evenings and
fresh growth popping up across the community,
it’s a great time to pull on the gardening gloves,
enjoy a little sunshine and help your garden
flourish for the months ahead.

A gentle tidy-up is a great place to start, clear a
few weeds, loosen tired soil and add some
compost or well-rotted manure. Summer
favourites such as tomatoes, beans, basil and
zucchini can go in now, along with colourful
flowers for bees and other helpful insects. Give
new plants a deep drink in the cool of the
morning, then tuck a layer of mulch around them
to hold in moisture as the weather warms.

Take a moment now and then to check for snails,
aphids or signs of heat stress. Pots may need an
extra drink on warm days, and local birds will
appreciate a bird bath topped up with clean, fresh
water. If you enjoy watching birds in the garden,
you might be interested in the Annual Aussie Bird
count.

Whether you have a big backyard, a sunny
balcony or just a favourite pot by the door,
there’s joy to be found in growing something.

Our gardening group always has something to
share, a spare seedling, a cutting or two plus a
good chat about the garden.

Why not join us at our next meeting on the third
Monday of the month at 1.00pm for good
company, good advice and a cuppa and biscuit.
(Dimitrij and his humour will return for the usual
Leopold Garden Club article in the next issue of
Leopold BUZZ).

Sherrill, on behalf of
Dimitrij Betz

Garden Club Co-Ordinator
Next Meeting:

Monday 19.10.2026 at 1.00pm




